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Leadership Dispute Splits 
Maryland’s American Parly 


By Douglas Watson I 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

The American Party* Mary- 
land’s third political party and 
successor to George Wallace’s 
American Independent Party, 
has been split by a dispute 
among its leaders. 

1 Dr. Robert W. Merk le, the 
party’s gubernatorial candi- 
date, received a vote , of “no 
confidence” at a meeting 
Thursday night in Glen Burnie 
attended by more than 50 party 
leaders and members, but not 
by Dr. Merkle. 

During a 12-hour meeting in 
Westminster last Saturday 
more than 40 party leaders and 
members led by Dr. Merkle 
voted to oust party chairman 
Melvin A. Barnhar t, of Balti- 
more county, anti two other 

elected officers. 

The other faction contains 
all of the racist people I 


I know,” Dr. Merkle, operator of 
the 33-bed Clinton Community 
Hospital, charged yesterday. 

Merkle said that Saturday’s 
ouster vote was for alleged 
“unethical conduct” and “vio- 
lations of trust.” 

The charges were called 
“baseless and ridiculous” by 
Rov Dec Chambe rs, a Camp 
Springs businessman who has 
been party vice chairman. He 
Said the dispute appears to be 
more of a power struggle than 
an ideological battle. 

Chambers, Barnhart and 
Lawre nce A. S cally, of Balti- 
moR^^ffinTTT T^efe the elected 
officers Dr. Merkie said were 
ousted Saturday. Chambers 
contended yesterday that the 
three continue to hold office. 

Yesterday, at Dr. Merkle’s 
urging, Charles County Circuit 
Judge John J. Mitchell lifted 
an injunction he imposed 
Thursday at the request of the 
other faction that would have 
barred an American Party 
“freedom jamboree” sched- 


uled for 3 p.m, Sunday in 
Westminster. 

Also yesterday, Baltimore 
County Circuit Judge Walter 
N. Jenifer amplified a previ- 
ous court order to Barnhart, 
Scally and Chambers to show 
cause by July 15 why they 
should not . turn over party 
records and otherwise remove 
themselves as party officers. 

Dr. Merkle, nominated as 
the party’s gubernatorial can- 
didate in May, said the party 
has endorsed 30 others for va- 
rious offices around the state. 

of Hagers- 
town 'is running for the U.S. 
Senate; rhn rlos fiT. Brittain, a 
Beltsville contractor, has been 
nominated to run for Congress 
in the Fifth Congressional 
District. 

Dr. Merklq contended that 
though the party has fewer 
than 500 members it has broad 
potential support. He said, 
“Straightening out the party 
is our teething ring for 
straightening out the state.” 


By Jim McNamara — The Washington Post 

Dr. Robert Merkle, American Party candidate for Mary- 
land governor, received vote of no confidence. 


